
StearnTruth Interview with Michael Bahner 
 
INT: I was thinking last night... what you were telling me about, uh, when we were 
sitting in the cafe (dog barks)... about um... I think I told you about Lou and the 
burgundy car. 
 
MB: Mmm hmm. 
 
INT: You got rid of that? 
 
MB: Mmm hmm. 
 
INT: And then you told me that you guys were there. You admitted to that. You 
said you guys were in your car. And he was in his, or what? Tell me again. I don't 
remember it all. But, tell ________ what you said. 
 
ST: Did you see him get out? 
 
MB: Well, I saw him get out, yeah. 
 
INT: He got out of the car? 
 
MB: Yep. 
 
INT: Where did he park his car? Was it hidden? 
 
MB: Let's see... I guess... _____ Yeah, it was up in the brush.  
 
INT: Oh, up on that road up there?  
 
MB: On that dead end brush road... or whatever you wanna call it. I call it a brush 
road. I brought the twigs up there and stuff. 
  
INT: So where were you guys parked? Next to him? 
 
MB: Yeah. 
 
INT: So both cars were up there? 
 
MB: Yeah. 
 
INT: So then, how did he get down to the road, where he took him? 
 
MB: Uh, he got out and came over to us and talked to us. I don't quite recall what 



he said. But then, he got back in, and then that's when it all took place. 
 
INT: He got back in, and...? OK, when did he take him? Did he walk down and 
take him... er... how... I guess they said he was standing up on the road. 
 
(PAUSE) 
 
INT: Did he get him and then come back, and you guys got scared, or what? 
 
MB: Pretty much. 
 
INT: So, how did he get him way back up by the car? Just drug him? 
 
MB: Pretty much. 
 
INT: So, what did he say to you? 
 
MB: He didn't... he just told me not to say anything... so I mean, I've been having 
it all bottled up and shit, you know? 
 
(BB?): And that's something with me... I... 
 
INT: (INTERRUPTS) We're just trying to get down to the bottom of that night, 
because they're concerned about him, not HIM, OK? They already know he was 
there. Um... I'm just trying to... if you could just tell me a little more what you 
remember, and how he got back up there... er... did he tell you right away... or, 
when you guys went there, OK... what did he say to you? Did he tell you he was 
going to do this? 
 
MB: He basically said that... that he was going to do something, but we didn't 
know. 
 
INT: Yeah... 
 
MB: And... that's when he got back in the car. But then... we both... the guy that I 
was with... he... we, you know, we waited up there for probably two minutes. I 
mean... and then we heard the tires squeal. And by the time we got... you know, 
we backed out, went down to the end... by the time we got down there, we saw 
him take off. 
 
INT: With Jacob in the car?  
 
MB: Right. 
 



INT: So you saw Jacob in the car with Lou? 
 
MB: Yep. With my own two eyes. 
 
INT: So, what did he... was he fighting him or anything? 
 
MB: Well Jacob was punching him, I mean, he was just wailing on him. He 
wanted to get out of the vehicle. 
 
INT: He was punching him? 
 
MB: I mean, he was like... a right and a left... I mean, it was like... every three 
seconds, there was a punch or something, you know. 
 
MB: But then... 
 
INT: Did you see Lou do anything? 
 
MB: But then, uh... the guy I was with... he saw... well, I'm not gonna say he 
SAW... but, to me... he says he THINKS he saw, but I know damn well that he... 
he SAW it... he saw Lou have a knife. THAT I do know. 
 
INT: A knife? 
 
MB: I mean it was...  
 
INT: THAT long? You're kidding. 
 
ST:  I got ya, I understand, now could we have time to figure this out? 
 
INT: Well, how did he... did he see it... um... well, he saw it obviously before he 
went down to get him? 
 
MB: Mm hmm. 
 
ST: See, I'm still trying to figure this out... 
 
MB: _____ we're seeing him from right off the passenger side...right... 
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ST: ...with that... I couldn't see it. 
 
INT: Mike, when... uh... when Lou got Jacob, could you see him pulling him up 



the road there? What did he just run up there with him? 
 
MB: He just basically grabbed him like this here... and then he had one... he 
had... first of all, he grabbed him up like this and put him this way underneath his 
arm, and then Jacob somehow grabbed the back of his hair and pulled him back. 
And so he... basically, grabbed Jacob's hair and pulled it over his eyes, so it was 
like a blindfold, basically. 
 
INT: Yeah... 
 
MB: And, then they... or, I mean then HE... basically puts his hair over his eyes 
like a blindfold, tucked him back underneath his arm.... he had both his of hands 
underneath so he couldn't reach out and pull... pull his hair again or whatever... 
and then he brought him up to the car. 
 
INT: Did you see Lou hit him? 
 
MB: Um, I didn't see that. But, I saw Jacob do the wailing on... on Lou. Cuz he 
_________. 
 
INT: So when he got him back in his car, what did he say to you guys? 
 
MB: He didn't say nothing. Cuz he just ripped down the road and... I mean... 
 
INT: So he just left you there? 
 
MB Pretty much. He left both of us. Yeah. 
 
INT: So then, when did you hear next? I mean... did you know... what happened 
to him then? 
 
MB: To Lou or Jacob? 
 
INT: To Jacob. 
 
MB: No, I didn't. I mean... all's I... (TO SOMEONE ELSE) No I got one... 
 
INT: So then it was later that you learned that he had killed him? 
 
MB: Pretty much, yeah. There in the front seat. 
 
INT: When he brought him up, did he have him, like, at knife point or something? 
 
MB: Pretty much. 



 
INT: So he had the knife... 
 
MB: I mean, he had the knife right next to his throat. 
 
INT: He did? Why not do it right there? 
 
MB: I mean, if somebody had a knife at my throat, and wanted me to get in their 
vehicle... I wouldn't put no... you know... I wouldn't fight that. I mean all they 
would have to do is go (MAKES CUTTING SOUND) and you'll be dead. 
 
INT: So what... what car was he driving then that night? 
 
MB: He was driving his maroon. 
 
INT: That burgundy one? 
 
MB: Mmm hmm.. 
 
INT: So you know how mean he is. 
 
MB: Tell me about it. Let's just put it this way. He's worse than hell. 
 
INT: So then tell me... also about um... last night when you said they would... 
um... 
 
MB: Underwood? 
 
INT: Mmm hmm. 
 
MB: Wes? 
 
INT: When they got after you and cuffed you and stuff... tell me what they'd do. 
 
MB: Well, basically, when they would cuff me and... 


